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TALENT CITY COUNCIL 

REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 
TOWN HALL 

June 6, 2018 — 6:45 p.m. 
 

Study Session, Regular Council & TURA meetings are being digitally recorded and will be available  
on the City website: www.cityoftalent.org.  

 
The City Council of the City of Talent will meet in a Regular Council session at 6:45 p.m. on Wednesday, 
May 16, 2018, in Town Hall, 206 E. Main Street. The meeting location is accessible to persons with 
disabilities. A request for an interpreter for the hearing impaired, or for other accommodations for persons 
with disabilities, should be made at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting to the City Recorder at 541-
535-1566, ext. 1012. 
 
The City Council reserves the right to add or delete items as needed, change the order of the agenda, 
and discuss any other business deemed necessary at the time of the study session and/or meeting.  
   
REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING — 6:45 p.m. 
Anyone wishing to speak on an agenda item should complete a Speaker Request Form and give it to the 
City Recorder. Speaker Request Forms are located at the entrance to the meeting place. Anyone 
commenting on a subject not on the agenda will be called upon during the “Citizens Heard on Non-
Agenda Items” section of the agenda. Comments pertaining to specific agenda items will be taken at the 
time the matter is discussed by the City Council. 
 
1. Call to Order/Roll Call  

Members Present: Members Absent: 

Mayor Ayers-Flood  
Councilor Dolan 
Councilor Berlant 
Councilor Harrison 
Councilor Baker 

Councilor Land 
Councilor Pederson 

Also Present: 

Sandra Spelliscy, Interim City Manager 
Zac Moody, Interim Director, Urban Renewal/Community Development Director 
Ryan Martin, Finance Director 
Bret Marshall, Public Works Director 
Chance Metcalf, Public Works Superintendent  
Chief Doney, Talent PD 
Lieutenant Snook, Talent PD  
Savannah Edson, City Recorder 

 

2. Pledge of Allegiance  

3. Community Announcements (0:45) 

3.1 National Pollinator Week Proclamation for Bee City USA (0:55)  
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• Mayor Ayers-Flood read aloud the proclamation.  

3.2 Presentation of a Plaque of Appreciation to Bradley Wilson for his  
Contributions to the Talent Pollinator Garden  

• Mayor Ayers-Flood brought forward Jim Thompson of the Bee City USA subcommittee of 
Together for Talent. He thanked City staff, Councilors, and local volunteers and expressed 
excitement that the town is becoming a pollinator-friendly community.  

• Thompson said they owe special thanks to Bradley Wilson for revamping the Pollinator 
Garden at the roundabout and therefore would like to present him with a plaque.  

3.3 Introduction of Interim City Manager Sandra Spelliscy (5:57) 

• Ryan Martin spoke a few words about the new Interim City Manager. Said he couldn’t think of 
a better person to continue the movement that the City of Talent is on.  

• Mayor explained she was truly impressed in Spelliscy’s genuine interest in the success of the 
City as well as her accomplished resume.  

3.4 Announcement of New Police Chief Doney (7:50) 

• Chief Doney was sworn in and talked briefly about his background, his gratitude for the 
position, and love of Talent and the Rogue Valley.  

4. Executive Session (13:50) 

Motion: Councilor Harrison moved to adjourn to executive session pursuant to ORS 192.660(2)(d) to 
conduct deliberations with persons designated by the governing body to carry on labor negotiations. 
Councilor Dolan seconded.  

Vote: All ayes. Motion passed unanimously.  

4.1 Vote on Union Contracts (0:00)  

Motion: Councilor Baker moved to ratify the collective bargaining agreements for the police and 
general units that will be effective on July 1, 2018. Councilor Harrison seconded. 

Vote: All ayes. Motion passed unanimously. 

5. Public Presentations 
 
None.  
 

6. Public Hearings (0:44) 
6.1  Adoption of FY 2018-2019 Budget: Staff Report (0:55) 

Staff Report from Ryan Martin 

• Martin said that the budget was previously approved by the Budget Committee, and since 
then, there has been an addition of $600 for Continuum of Care. There was also a discussion 
around creating a Community Development Assistant position and looking at innovative 
methods to fund the position. 

o Councilor Baker said that he hopes that the Council adds the Community 
Development Assistant position during the next meeting, although he will be absent.  

6.2 Resolution 2018-976-R: Certifying the City of Talent's  
Eligibility to Receive State Shared Revenues (3:22) 
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Mayor Ayers-Flood opened the public hearing at 7:21 p.m.  

Kittie Harrison  
345 Willow Springs Drive, Talent, OR 
(See attached.) 

• Spoke about the risks of emergencies and natural disasters in the area.   

• Pointed out that Talent will be a much lower priority than large urban areas for emergency 
services after natural disasters like Cascadia.  

• Came to propose a resiliency plan for the vulnerable population of the Rogue Valley.  

Mayor Ayers-Flood closed the public hearing at 7:29 p.m.  

Motion: Councilor Dolan moved to adopt Resolution 2018-976-R certifying the City’s eligibility to 
receive State Shared Revenues. Councilor Berlant seconded. 

Vote: All ayes. Motion passed unanimously. 

6.3 Resolution 2018-977-R: Electing to Receive State Shared Revenues (13:10) 

Motion: Councilor Baker moved to adopt Resolution 2018-977-R electing to receive State Shared 
Revenues. Councilor Dolan seconded. 

Vote: All ayes. Motion passed unanimously. 

6.4 Resolution 2018-978-R: Adopting the City of Talent Annual  
Budget, Levying Taxes, and Categorizing Taxes (14:00) 

Motion: Councilor Baker moved to adopt Resolution 2018-978-R adopting the City of Talent annual 
budget, levying taxes and categorizing taxes.  Councilor Dolan seconded.  

Vote: All ayes. Motion passed unanimously. 

6.5 Ordinance 2018-943-O: City of Talent Zoning Code  
Amendment – Accessory Dwelling Units (DCA 2018-001) (14:45) 

Staff Report from Community Development Director Zac Moody 

• Moody said that the Planning Commission has been working on this ordinance that is 
mandated by Senate Bill 251, which requires all Oregon cities to amend their zoning 
ordinances to (1) allow ADUs and (2) make them standards-based (no subjectivity).  

• They used model language from the DLCD to draft the ordinance, but chose to recommend 
allowing two ADUs per property instead of just one (one attached and one detached). There 
is also a recommended reduction of SDCs based on a ratio of house size to ADU size.  

• If approved, people would be allowed to treat ADUs like other residential units in terms of 
permitting, streamlining the process. 

• Moody also brought up the issue of short term rentals. There is direction from the Council to 
work on a moratorium for new short-term rentals. Moody stressed that the purpose of Senate 
Bill 251 was to encourage affordable housing, and allowing short term rentals goes directly 
against that purpose. This proposed ordinance would ensure that ADUs would not be allowed 
to be rented out for short term periods.  

Discussion: 



City Council Regular Meeting Minutes  |  June 6, 2018  |  Page 4 

• Councilor Dolan said that on page 73 of the packet there was some discrepancy in the 
definition of short term rentals. Councilor Dolan suggested the addition of several commas.   

• Councilor Baker asked Moody to explain the ratio for SDCs that he just referenced. 

o Moody explained the SDC reduction only applied to Talent services, not the Medford 
Water Commission or Rogue Valley Sewer. Intent was to reduce the SDC cost by a 
percentage of the ratio of the house to the ADU.  

o Moody said that at this point, SDC rates are in a trial and error phase because the 
City does not have a current CIP, and it is impossible to predict what type of funding 
will be necessary in the future.  

o Councilor Baker said he hopes there is an understanding that this SDC reduction rate 
will be revisited when a capital improvement plan is developed.  

• Mayor asked about some of the intentions behind the SDC reduction for the ADUs.   

o Moody said that he and the Planning Commission decided the proposed language 
was a good placeholder and that it can be amended in the future based on changing 
needs.  

Mayor Ayers-Flood opened the public hearing at 7:47 p.m.  

Mayor Ayers-Flood closed the public hearing at 7:47 p.m. 

Motion: Councilor Harrison moved to adopt Ordinance 18-943-O, an ordinance amending Ordinance 
458, Talent Zoning Code, as described in the attached Exhibit A, Text Amendments to the Talent 
Zoning Code amending Title 8, Chapter 3, Division L, Article 5, Accessory Dwelling Units, amending 
Title 8, Chapter 3, Division B, Article 1, Definitions, and amending Title 8, Chapter 3, Division C, 
Articles 1-4, residential zoning uses.” Councilor Dolan seconded.  

Discussion: 

• Councilor Baker said he would support the motion, although he hopes that the City 
reevaluates some of the SDCs. 

• Councilor Berlant commented that she is excited to see this innovative and progressive 
approach to addressing the City’s housing supply and she hopes it will be successful.  

• Mayor would support the motion if her vote was allowed. Believes ADUs go along with the 
City’s goals to increase density and prevent sprawl.  

Vote: All ayes. Motion passed unanimously. 

7. Citizens Heard on Non-Agenda Items (33:50) 
 
Ron Hogdon 
1413 Bolton Road, Talent OR 

• Represented the Talent Arts & Cultural Foundation. Requested to be added to a future 
Council agenda in order to present a proposal for artwork they plan to gift to the City.   

Ron Medinger 
333 Mountainview Drive #5, Talent 

• Updated the Council on a few things the Talent Historical Society has been working on, 
including their budget spending.  

• Asked that the City replace the toilets in the historical society building/museum.    
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Lunette Fleming 
333 Mountainview Drive #7 
(See attached.) 

• Expressed concerns about smart meters and objections to the opt-out charges from Pacific 
Power. Asked for a review of Pacific Power opt-out policies.  

Bridget Krause 
100 N. Pacific Highway Apt #44  
(See attached.) 

• Spoke about her experience of negative health effects of smart meters. Provided materials to 
demonstrate their potential harm to the public.  

Daniela Arnon 
355 Colver Road, Talent, OR 
(See attached.) 

• Expressed concerns about the potential effects of wi-fi radiation on animals, particularly 
pollinators. Called for a moratorium on the installation of smart meters in Talent.  

• Asked for an amendment of the franchise agreement with Pacific Power.  

8. Consent Agenda (56:38) 
8.1 Approval of May 16, 2018 Council Meeting Minutes 

Discussion: 

• Councilor Berlant raised a point of order about a motion made regarding the applications of 
Laz Ayala and Charlie Hamilton for the UGB CAC. A motion was made and seconded but no 
vote was taken.  

o Mayor said she would like to get some advice from staff about the appointment policy 
and the City Charter before knowing how to proceed.  

o Councilor Baker said he had not expected his motion on May 16 to pass, but he 
would still like to have held a vote on it.  

• Council directed staff to review the City Charter and Appointment Policy.  

Motion: Councilor Baker moved to approve the May 16, 2018 Council Meeting Minutes. Councilor 
Berlant seconded.  

Vote: All ayes. Motion passed unanimously. 

8.2 Approval of Oct. 26, 2017 City Council and Planning  
Commission Joint Study Session Minutes 

Discussion: 

• Mayor said that she would prefer that the minutes be approved by the Planning Commission 
first. The Council agreed.  

8.3  Acknowledgement of Apr. 3, 2018 Together for Talent Minutes 

Motion: Councilor Berlant move to acknowledge the Apr. 3, 2018 Together for Talent Minutes. 
Councilor Harrison seconded.  

Vote: All ayes. Motion passed unanimously. 
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8.4 Appointment of Lisa Gioia to the Economic Development Commission 

Discussion: 

• Mayor Ayers-Flood said that she had a great interview with Gioia. 

Motion: Councilor Baker moved to appoint Lisa Gioia to the Economic Development Commission. 
Councilor Harrison seconded.  

Vote: All ayes. Motion passed unanimously. 

9. Regular Agenda (1:05:20) 
9.2 Addition of Sandra Spelliscy as a US Bank Authorized Signer  

Staff Report from Finance Director Ryan Martin 

• With the departure of the current Finance Director, there needs to be another singer on the 
City bank account.  

Motion: Councilor Berlant moved to add Sandra Spelliscy as an authorized signer on the City of 
Talent US Bank accounts. Councilor Dolan seconded.  

Vote: All ayes. Motion passed unanimously. 

10. Information Items  

• None.  

11. City Manager & Other Department Reports (1:07:03) 

Report from Interim City Manager Sandra Spelliscy 

• Spelliscy thanked staff for the warm welcome. Said she is honored and excited to be working 
for the City of Talent. 

• Said that the applications for Finance Director are coming in a little slow, so she and Finance 
Director Martin will discuss tomorrow whether to extend the listing indefinitely until the right 
candidate is found.  

Report from Finance Director Ryan Martin 

• Councilor Baker asked where the City is in the HR review process. Martin gave a report that 
the Council recommended first pursuing City Manager recruitment services from RVCOG and 
then to evaluate whether to use them for full HR services. Discussion followed.  

o Councilor Berlant recalled that the Council decided to wait until they had a new City 
Manager and then include them in the HR recruitment process. Mayor suggested 
directing staff to review the relevant meeting minutes and give bullet pointed 
directions back to the Council. There was a consensus to add the discussion to the 
June 20 or July 3 meeting.  

o Councilor Baker expressed concerns about retention and stressed the need to work 
through these HR problems.  

• Martin spoke a few words about his experience working for the City of Talent and said a final 
farewell to the Council.  

Report from Community Development Director Zac Moody 
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• June 11 – The Energy CAC will hold its first meeting.  

• June 26 – The Urban Growth Boundary CAC will also hold its first meeting. 

• There needs to be another date set for a joint Planning Commission and City Council study 
session, to be discussed at a future Council meeting. 

Report from Public Works Director Bret Marshall 

• The project at Rapp Road is progressing well. They are currently putting in a bioswale and a 
pathway, and work will be completed by June 29.  

• There have been some issues with the project on Highway 99 but it is still expected to be 
completed on time.  

• The Water Master Plan is halfway complete.  

• A demonstration was given to Public Works by Weed & Steam. Marshall believes they have a 
great product that could be well-utilized by the City. It uses heated water to kill weeds.  

• Councilor Baker asked Marshall about bulk water sales in the Valley.  

o Marshall said Talent is one of the last towns in the valley that does bulk water sales.  

o Councilor Baker said that the policies should be brought to the Council if it seems like 
they should be changed in the future.  

Other Items  

• Mayor asked where the City is with the Parks Master Plan. Moody says that the grant 
application has already been submitted.  

• Councilor Berlant asked about the EV charger signage and when it will go up. Moody said he 
and Marshall will make it a priority.  

• Mayor Ayers-Flood thanked Chief Whipple for his service and wished him well in his 
retirement.  

12. Other Business (1:27:10) 

• The Council agreed to add an art project proposal to the June 20 meeting, as per Ron 
Hodgdon’s request.  

• A discussion occurred about the request for new toilets in the Talent Historical Society 
building.  

Motion: Councilor Dolan moved to direct staff to handle the toilet situation at the Talent Historical 
Society building, using low-flow, handicap-accessible toilets, and without exceeding the balance from 
the previous flooring project. Councilor Baker seconded.  

Vote: All ayes. Motion passed unanimously. 

• Several speakers asked for a formal complaint to be sent by the City to the Public Utilities 
Commission regarding the opt-out fees from Pacific Power.  

o Mayor noted that she has sent other letters to Public Utilities Commission expressing 
displeasure at these fees.  
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o Councilor Baker said he would be alright writing a letter, but thinks there is nothing 
else the City could do as it has already been approved by the state.  

o Councilor Harrison said there should be a letter written about the high opt-out fees. 

o Councilor Berlant said she would support a letter from the City to the Public Utilities 
Commission if there is any chance of reviewing the opt-out policies.  

o Mayor suggested asking staff to file a complaint on behalf of the City as well as a 
letter, to be sent to all the Commissioners as well as Governor Brown. 

o Councilor Dolan requested that the content of the letter be limited to the high fees 
imposed on citizens choosing to opt out.  

13. Mayor and Councilor — Committee Reports and Councilor Comments (~1:38:00) 

• Councilor Harrison noted the poor sound system in Town Hall and asked if there could be a 
way to provide a more professional presentation of the City to the public. 

o Moody explained there is $50k in the budget to do work in the Town Hall. Said some 
of that could be used to improve the sound system.  

o Martin pointed out that the TURA budget will not be adopted until June 20 so there is 
possibility for more discussion on the matter. Moody agreed to include it as a line 
item and bring it to TURA at the next meeting.  

• Councilor Berlant gave a report on the latest Together for Talent meeting. They reported on 
the Recycling Drop-off, noting they saw a large increase of donors from out of town. There 
was a discussion at the meeting about how to align goals and budget requests to support 
Council Goals, particularly around the reduction of non-biodegradable waste and clean 
energy efforts.  

o Mayor Ayers-Flood requested a proposal from Together for Talent to ban plastics in 
Talent. Councilor Berlant said there was also a discussion about ways to reduce the 
use of plastics in Talent, such as plastic cutlery, straws or to-go containers. 

• Councilor Dolan spoke about the Planning Commission Joint Study Session on May 24.  

o Mayor said she thought Moody’s presentation was excellent and informative.  

14. Discuss Agenda Items for the Next Meeting (1:47:00) 

• Councilor Dolan would like to discuss progress on the IPM plan. Metcalf said that it will go to 
the Parks Commission first and then come to Council.  

• Councilor Berlant would like to give a brief report on the training she was sent to last spring.  

15. Adjournment at 9:06 p.m. 
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